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Our Mission 
As a Lutheran community of faith, we continue our history of proclaiming Christ 
crucified through Word and Sacrament in joyful service to God and our neighbor.  

Covid-19 Updates 
Although events were planned in advance of the current situation with Covid-19,  

please continue to check your emails from Pastor Sam and St. Matthew’s,  

and/or Facebook for updates on all worship services, scheduled activities, and events. 

You may also check the calendar on our website (under the “News” tab)  

which will be updated as decisions are made.  
 

*If you know of someone who does not have email or Facebook,  

please help us by passing the word along to them regarding updates and cancellations. 

                                                             Graduate Recognition 
 

  Graduate Recognition Sunday is June 7th. Graduates - for your information to be  
  included in the bulletin and the June Encounter, please contact Donna Capozio at    
  791-4582 or dcapozio@stmatthewsch.org with your graduation information, and  
  what your plans are after graduation no later than May 15th.  

 

Church Council Meeting  
 

At the regular meeting, and by email, Council approved the following: 
 

Correction to April’s Encounter notes: 
 The motion to be presented at the May 3, 2020 Special Congregation Meeting that St. Matthew's terminate its 

relationship with the ELCA.   
 

New motions approved: 
 By email vote on March 22, approval that the Contingency Fund could be accessed to cover any operating 

fund deficit arising from payroll costs, up to $22,000. 

 By email vote on March 26, approval that Pastor be allowed to access the Emily Wade Memorial Fund to 
help church families with medical expenses. The fund will be renamed "Family Medical Expenses Fund".  

 By email vote on April 4, approval to pay up to $2,625 from Property Any Use (2-811079) to pay the invoices of 
General Contractor Waldkirch & Saunders, and architect Henry W. Johnston to provide an accurate estimate 
to repair the failed lintels (windows) in the choir practice room. We understand that this will result in an 
internal overdraft in the Property Any Use account in an approximate amount of $823.00 and therefore request a 
special offering from the congregation to cover the shortfall.   

 The Continuing Resolution for Background Checks was updated. 

 Approved to reschedule the May 3 Special Congregation Meeting to June 7 at 1:00 pm. 

 The special Council meeting for April 23 was cancelled. 
 

 
Operating Fund 
 

Revenues 
Expenses 

 

Income/(Loss) 

March 2020 
 

          Month 
 

42,303.20 
39,984.91 

 

2,318.29 

 
          YTD 

 

114,531.12 
119,977.23 

 

(5,446.11) 



Dear Sisters and Brothers, 
 

Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 

Even our oldest members have never seen a Holy Week and Easter Sunday like this year’s. Our oldest members 
remember their parents and older siblings talking about the Spanish flu epidemic of 1918, and, unless the Lord 
returns in glory in the interim, our youth and children will surely be telling their children and grandchildren about 
the Chinese coronavirus pandemic of 2020. Other than that September Sunday during Hurricane Florence, the 
last time St. Matthew’s cancelled festival worship was the nor’easter snowstorm of Christmas 1989. It certainly 
felt strange with only nine worshipers in the room on Easter Sunday 2020. 
 

The Lord’s gift of technology allowed us to reach far beyond our regular worshipers and guests. We can track 
the number of views on Facebook Live but don’t know how many have watched our YouTube videos on our 
website. The combined Facebook views for Easter weekend were 1453. The combined Facebook views for 
Monday through Friday of Holy Week were 1844. The combined Palm Sunday weekend views were 1548. The 
combined views for Lent 5 (March 29) weekend were 1242. The combined views for Lent 4 (March 22) excluding 
Wednesday worship was 915. The Lord works in mysterious ways His wonders to perform! With a few technical 
adjustments, we should plan to continue broadcasting our worship when these days of quarantine have passed 
and we are joyously gathered together in one room again! 
 

Dear ones, we are still very much up in the air about when we can resume normal gatherings. We hope that it 
will be as soon as May 16-17, but we do not yet know what our governor will ask of us for the sake of our 
neighbors’ health and our own. So, then, we will reschedule the special congregational meeting to June 7 at 1 
p.m. in the nave. If we are back together on May 16-17, the council will provide forums to prepare us for the 
meeting at which we will decided whether to disaffiliate from the ELCA, and, if so, which Lutheran denomination 
seems to be the preferred choice of those who answered their surveys. Of course, none of us knows what the 
congregation will actually decide on June 7. That is why we continue to pray and discern the Father’s will. 
 

At this writing on April 16, I am working on getting up to speed for online Confirmation and Crossways classes. 
I am going to ask Pastor Kuppler to provide some further information for self-study to conclude his Sunday 
School class on biblical authority. We will not have a weeklong Vacation Bible School in June this year but are 
looking at the possibility of a one-day VBS in late August just before Rally Day. I think that might be a very 
nice lead-in for adult, youth, and children’s Sunday School when it resumes in the fall. We will be soliciting 
your opinion on that and other questions about how to do mission and ministry in the future. 
 

Our beloved Director of Youth and Family Ministries, Nancy Magruder, is retiring at the beginning of summer. 
We will have a celebration in her honor on Sunday, June 14, and we hope that you will send in a love gift to St. 
Matthew’s with “Nancy Magruder” on the memo line. We invite you to spread the word to former members 
that they might offer their gratitude with both words and a love gift. Nancy has touched a lot of lives during her 
many years of service. We thank God for you, Mrs. Nancy! 
 

We are having to rethink how to do some of the things we normally do as church together, but the work of sharing 
each other’s joys and sorrows never changes. Our prayers for our church, Christ’s whole Church on earth, our 
communities, our nation, and God’s world are surely needed, and I trust you are praying daily even as we are 
worshiping weekly in a different way. Reading God’s Word, serving beyond St. Matthew’s, nurturing our spiritual 
relationships, and giving generously of the resources God has given us to manage – none of that has changed 
but for the fewer opportunities to do those face-to-face and without social distancing. 
 

I hope you will let me know if you need to talk. I apologize for being less available for conversation in the first 
few days of trying to figure out how to manage the changes. I promise to do a better job of responding faster in 
the days and weeks ahead. 
 
I love you, 
 
 
 
Pastor Sam Zumwalt+ 
szumwalt@bellsouth.net 



 

                                A message from our Stewardship Team... 
 
My Fellow Redeemed; Members of St. Matt's, 
 
For more than a month, life as we knew it has been shut down. 
 
Schools, businesses, and jobs have shut down. 
 
Empty grocery shelves are not unusual; we’re advised to stay home; we miss going to church; we miss face-to-face 
relationships of our fellow members, our friends, and even family members. We have no idea when it will all 
end.  The days are uncertain, and honestly, it’s easy to be afraid. 
 
Every day we need the solace of God who sent His Son to walk through darkness, deep pain, and isolation, yet 
still delivered on his promise of eternal life, along with the good news that God’s love in Christ has not shut 
down, nor  will He ever  abandon us.  
 
Jesus died, and has risen. Christ is risen! He is risen, indeed! Alleluia!    
 
Our congregation, though we’re unable to come together as we’re accustomed, continues to function - with online 
and Facebook worship broadcasts, Holy Communion offered regularly, and with our leaders calling on every 
member by phone or email.  Our pastor is available and prays for us every day, while the rest of the staff continues 
to work (did you know that churches do not participate in unemployment insurance?), each in their individual 
ministries - thanks be to God!   
 
God’s love in Christ, His Church of Jesus Christ, and St Matthews, never shuts down - thanks be to God! 
 
One part of our life together as a congregation, however, requires our attention: the return of our tithes and offerings, 
in order to the Lord to maintain the work we’re called to do together.   
 
The Finance Committee envisions shortfalls in our giving for our day-to-day expenses, mainly due to the health 
crisis and the fact that 40 % + of our members have yet to give this year, compared to a more normal 20% 
(through Easter).   
 
What can you do?  When “doubting” Thomas finally saw His risen Lord, he responded with the confession 
“My Lord and My God.”  Jesus Christ is your Lord and God as well; may we all join together with the same 
confession of faith, and respond to our undeserved mercy and grace, trusting that as always, God provides our 
needs. 
 
Return your offerings to the Lord, catching up on the regular giving that you may have missed, by on-line giving 
though our website, or by mail.  If you have withheld your offerings to God for any reason, it would be good 
and right to return them to Him now. 
 
Give an additional offering that reflects your faith and trust in God who keeps His promises made with you 
when you were Baptized. 
 
Pray for St. Matthews and your sisters and brothers in Christ, and for our staff, and for your loved ones and 
neighbors, that all of us would be kept safe and well during this crisis, and that our congregation will come 
through these moments stronger in faith and works and love for one another and for our neighbors. 
 
The Lord bless and keep you, 
 
Pastor Bob Kuppler 
Stewardship Team 



 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

IN MEMORY OF JOSIE ZUMWALT, a gift to Pastor’s Discretionary by Lucy Hieronymus. 

 
 

Gifts to Honor and Remember 
 

April 5-26 

 
 

 

 Our Christian sympathy is extended to…  

 

     Steve and Rose Weidman on the death Rose’s mother, Norma Miller. 
 

     Martha O’Day (daughter of the late Carl and Martha Larson), and family, on the     
     death of her husband, Michael O’Day.  

REMEMBER OUR HOMEBOUND MEMBERS: 

MEMBERS: 

Nancy Fauser 
Fran Perry 
Alan Hunsberger 
Pr. Marv Schedler 
Denis Hall 
Regina Ryder 
Micki Matthess 
Keith Farmer 
Vivian Alexander 
Donna Siegmund 
Judy Benson 
Alexandra Schwartz 
Kenn Slocum 
Arthur Moore 
Doris Ullman 
Joanne Johnson 
Laura Gray 
Ken Manning 

Janet Hall 
Jack and Marie Loflin 
Harry Comeskey 
Peggy Davis 
Stephanie Price 
Frank Gray 
Morris Johnson 
Max Labriola 
Pat Mahl 
Margaret French 
Dwight Crim 
Jan Magnus 
Joel Peterson  
Terry Miller 
Eisley McCombs 
Jane Dove 
Bill Baldwin 
Mike Thompson 

Denise Benoit 
Thomas Bishton 
Ruth Smith 
Barbara Keyl 
David Medlin 
Liz Newbery 
Stan Brunt 
Ed Ludacer 
Paul Miller 
Patty Macino 
Charles Smith 
Elaine Mattess 
Walt Brehm 
John Tullous 
Lou Painter 
Ruth Smith 
George Schwenzer 

Debby Young 
Amie Knauer 
Ava Smith 
Jake Bruce 
Jay Franks 
Bob Mantei 
Jeff Turner 
Roger Benson 
Michael Benoit 
Peggy Hoffman 
Helen Adrian 
Krista Gutierrez 

Matthew Hall 
Tim Christianson 
Ron Bloom 
David Miller, Jr. 
Tina Medlin 
Greg Phillips 
Stan Brunt, Sr. 
Leigh Barnes 
Lisa Cardona 
Angela Gallimore 
Jackie Phillips 
Bonnie Gaspari 

Melvin Proctor 
Marie Gillory 
Elise Thompson 
Jack Bell 
Chip White 
Albert Rossetti 
Sherry Andrew 
Lisa Holgerson 
Wayne Schedler 
Alan Shivers 
Geraldine Hill 

Dale Blade 
Jane Bruce 
Bob Byrne 
Elsie Cates 
Becky Davis 

Frank Fauser 
Margaret French 
Ruthann Getsinger 
Jim Harshbarger 
Jane McDougald 

Wayne McDougald 
Virginia Parisek 
Doris Prillaman 

FRIENDS/FAMILY OF MEMBERS: 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

1 Diane Guy 

2 Marti Felter 

2 Margaret Ebeltoft 

3 Clark Jones 

5 Celey Cumbo 

6 Cathy Aleksandravicius 

7 Steve Weidman  

8       Sophia Pilcher 

9 Lani Beuerman 

9 Lou Ann Mayfield 

9 Leah Sparks 

9 Fred Doll 

9 Sadie Mae Fauser 

11 Laura Fritz 

11  Traci Boyer 

13 Claire Rappold 

12 Mandy Harrington 

12 Frank Felter 

16 Christine Dingfelder 

16  Jane Dove 

16 Deanne Labriola 

16 Kevin Ulisnik 

17 Diana Robinson 

17 Declan Schwartz 

18 Jane Shaver 

19 Mary McSwain 

19 Karen Alphin 

20 Sylvia Hall 

21 Peggy Davis 

23 Paul Mowrey 

24 Ruthann Getsinger 

26 Jennifer Sumner 

26 Katherine Buel 

30 Keith Harms 

30 Liam Pollard 

31 Blair Monroe 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

13 Arthur and Christine Dingfelder 

15 Steve and Rose Weidman 

20  Max and Linda Banning 

26 Frank and Nancy Fauser 

29 Fred and Ana Maria Jackson 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

The Corona Virus has certainly forced us to make changes in our daily life. This has had deep 
and painful impact for many – particularly difficult for those who live alone. For others, the  
adjustments have been bothersome but not insurmountable. After a while, isolation becomes 

more difficult – we crave the human touch, contact with friends and family. It is very difficult not 
to be able to worship as a community. Thankfully, all this shall pass. Hopefully, this experience 
will bring  us into a closer and more meaningful relationship with God. 
 

However, if this situation is becoming more difficult for you, or for someone you know, please 
remember that Stephen Ministers are available to offer support. All you have to do is call 
Pastor Zumwalt at (910)791-4582, Ana María Jackson at (910)791-3262, or Jon Lindsay at 

(910)399-3186. 
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 We know that Coronavirus has thrown us all off schedule. 
We hope you are well. We still need Leaders. Carol 
Roller has graciously agreed to Chair the Executive 
Committee. Alan Scheidt will take on the Finance role. 
We still need a Secretary to handle internal 
communications.  

Are you a self-starter? Are you a people person? Do you 
have ideas?  Do you have computer skills? Max Banning 
put together leadership binders with complete instructions 
for every position (job description, timelines, 
requirements) as an assist. Questions about the open 
positions? Contact Carol Roller and she will give you 
information and tell you how to get started. Her number 
is: 516-835-1214. Email: Carol91630@aol.com 

 A tentative schedule has been set for future meetings: the 
3rd Monday of each month. The next meeting is May 18 at 
7 p.m. in Room 117. Not everyone needs to attend 
every meeting as they will be sub-committee (function) 
focused. 

 How are you using this time of restricted activity and 
isolation?  In positive ways, we hope. If you are a crafter 
of some sort (knitting, crocheting, wood carving, sewing, 
painting, to name a few) may we suggest that this is a 
good opportunity to work on your donations to the 
Member Craft Booth?   

Up-front Funding: 
 

So far we have raised $1,304 towards the event 
from our mini-fundraisers: 

 January 26
th
 Luncheon 

 Elijah’s Raffle in February 

 Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper Love Offering 

 “Spring Refresh” Raffle in March 

 Easter Candy sales in April 

 

Congratulations to our 
“Spring Refresh”  

Gift Card Raffle winners:  
 

1. Marcie Schedler (Lowe’s Home Improvement) 

2. Marti Felter (Walmart) 

3. Peggy Davis (Home Depot) 

Coming Up: 
Church Member Sponsorships 

Please see the other side of this newsletter for the form. 

Complete it when you’re ready. 

“Why have all of these mini fundraisers 
when the event is months away?”  

 

That’s a great question we’ve been asked by a few 
folks. The answer is because we have several up front 
expenses that must be paid in the next quarter. So, 
we’ve been building that “seed money” fund since 

The date is official for our third annual German Christmas Festival: 

Saturday, November 21, 2020 
We have booked The Harbour Towne Fest Band for that day, and we are very excited! 

 

If for some reason (Covid-19 or a Hurricane) the 
Christkindlmarkt event does not materialize as planned, 
the funds are still needed for the Capital Fund (the 
building) and will not go to waste. The funds will still go 
for the purpose intended, so please be generous. 

 

 



 

Saturday, November 21, 2020 
 

 St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church ♦ 612 S. College Road ♦ Wilmington, NC ♦ christkindlmarkt@stmatthewsch.org 

As a small token of our GREAT appreciation for your support,  
we would like to give you Admission Tickets to Christkindlmarkt. 

Use for yourself, or share with family, friends and neighbors. 
 

Tickets will be mailed or hand-delivered in early November.  

Please √ 
 sponsor 

level 

BENEFACTOR: $100 and UP 
8 Admission Tickets  

 

LEADER:   $75—$99  
6 Admission Tickets  

 

DONOR:    $50—$74  
4 Admission Tickets  

 

FRIEND:   $25—$49  
2 Admission Tickets  

 

Please complete this form and include with your check made payable to:  
 

St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church 
MEMO LINE: Christkindlmarkt or CKM 
 

Mail donation, or bring to the Church Office or drop in the Offering Plate. 
 

Sponsorships are being accepted now, 
and are due no later than October 1, 2020. 

 
Name: 

Address: 

Phone: 

Email: 

May we acknowledge your name as a Sponsor?  

CHURCH MEMBER Sponsorship Opportunities 

Purchase of a sponsorship is considered a donation to St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church. 



Covid-19 Updates 
Although events were planned in advance of the current situation with Covid-19,  

please continue to check your emails from Pastor Sam and St. Matthew’s,  

and/or Facebook for updates on all worship services, scheduled activities, and events. 

You may also check the calendar on our website (under the “News” tab)  

which will be updated as decisions are made.  
 

*If you know of someone who does not have email or Facebook,  

please help us by passing the word along to them regarding updates and cancellations. 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 
  
  

1 
 

2 
6:00 Eucharist 
 

 

3   4th Sunday of             
          Easter 
8:30 Eucharist 
11:00 Eucharist 
 

 

4   
9:00 Counting Team 
6:00 Evening Prayer 

5 6 
12:00 Healing Euch. 
6:00 Crossway 
         (via Zoom) 
7:00 Confirmation 
       (via Zoom) 

7 National Day of      
         Prayer 
10:00 Crossways 
           (via Zoom) 
12:00 Prayer Service 

8 
 

9 
6:00 Eucharist 
 

10  5th Sunday of 
         Easter 
     Mother’s Day 
8:30 Eucharist (C) 
11:00 Eucharist 
 

11 
9:00 Counting Team 
6:00 Evening Prayer 
 

12 13 
12:00 Healing Euch. 
6:00 Crossway 
         (via Zoom) 
7:00 Confirmation 
       (via Zoom) 

  

14 
10:00 Crossways 
           (via Zoom) 

15 
 

16  
6:00 Eucharist 
 

17  6th Sunday of 
         Easter 
    Cantate Sunday 
8:30 Eucharist  
11:00 Eucharist 
 

18 
9:00 Counting Team 
6:00 Evening Prayer 
 
 

19 
10:00 Staff Meeting 
 

20 
12:00 Healing Euch. 
6:00 Crossway 
         (via Zoom) 
7:00 Confirmation 
       (via Zoom) 

21 Ascension 
10:00 Crossways 
           (via Zoom) 
12:00 Ascension Euch. 
7:00 Ascension Euch. 

22  
 

23 
6:00 Eucharist 
 

24 7th Sunday of  
             Easter 

8:30 Eucharist (C) 
11:00 Eucharist 

25 Memorial Day 
    Office closed 
6:00 Evening Prayer 
 

26 
9:00 Counting Team 
10:00 Staff Meeting 
 

27 
12:00 Healing Euch. 
 
 

28   

 
29 30 

6:00 Eucharist 

31 Pentecost 
8:30 Eucharist  
11:00 Eucharist;  
          Confirmation 
   
    

 

*Please note - all services are 
currently on Facebook Live, 
YouTube, and on the website 

only. Continue to follow  
updates when corporate  

worship will resume.  


