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Our Mission 
As a Lutheran community of faith, we continue our history of proclaiming Christ 
crucified through Word and Sacrament in joyful service to God and our neighbor.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
College 

 

Preston Gourville, son of Bill and Tracy Gourville, graduated Summa Cum Laude and Valedictorian from North 

Carolina State University with a degree in Chemistry. He has accepted a full scholarship and will begin a Masters/

PhD program at Vanderbilt University in the fall, studying Medical Chemistry.   

 
Robert Shivers, grandson of Fran Perry and the late Bill Perry, graduated from the University of North Carolina - 

Wilmington with a Bachelor’s Degree in Social Work. He plans on attending the Institute of Lutheran Theology 

Seminary starting in the fall.  
 
  

High School 
 

Dean Hornick, son of Trevor and Lisa Hornick, graduated from Hoggard High School. He plans on attending 

North Carolina State University in the fall, and major in Physics.  

 

Samantha Kline, daughter of Doug and Bruni Kline, graduated from Isaac Bear Early College with honors. She 

will be attending North Carolina State University in the fall with the intent to major in mechanical engineering.  

 

Samuel Mowrey, son of Paul and Sue Mowrey, graduated from Topsail High School. He plans on attending 

North Carolina State University, majoring in Natural Resources with a concentration in ecosystem assessment.  

 

Cameron Plumley, daughter of Tim and Tracy Plumley, granddaughter of Kris Hall and niece of Teresa Hall,  

graduated from Laney High School. She will be attending Cape Fear Community College in the fall and studying 

to become a Surgical Technician. 

Covid-19 Updates 
Although events were planned in advance of the current situation with Covid-19, please continue to check your 

emails from Pastor Sam and St. Matthew’s, and/or Facebook for updates on all worship services, scheduled 

activities, and events. You may also check the calendar on our website (under the “News” tab) which will be updated 

as decisions are made.  
 

*If you know of someone who does not have email or Facebook, please help us by passing the word along to 

them regarding updates and cancellations. 



Dear Sisters and Brothers, 
 

“Lord, you have been our refuge from one generation to another… from age to age you are God” (Psalm 90:1-2). 
 

No matter how things change and no matter how anxiety builds, the Triune God is changeless. He has no beginning. 
He has no ending. The one true God (Father, Son, Holy Spirit) is the constant, the bedrock, and the glue that holds 
everything together. In Him, we live and move and have our being. At the beginning of ordinary time, all those green 
Sundays in the months after the Feast of Pentecost, we confess that this Triune God is our only refuge. All else changes. 
 

As we began 2020, our focus was on the burning question of our Lutheran denominational affiliation. The first 
vote on intent to disaffiliate from the ELCA took place on January 26 with an 82% affirmative vote. Our eyes 
were set on making a final decision on May 3. We had a great concert with the Concordia College Choir on March 1, 
and suddenly the coronavirus bit us. The bottom dropped out of the economy. Every family with school children 
became home educators. Many businesses were shuttered and employees furloughed. Corporate worship was put on 
hold out of love, and the pastors and musicians had to learn on the fly how to broadcast live worship. 
 

Just after Easter, we began to hit our stride with the new normal. We resumed Christian education, team meetings, 
and youth events online. Bob Weybrecht and Stan Brunt helped us to figure out how to improve live worship and how 
to switch gears when we ran into the online thought police. The quality of our broadcast, including sound, improved, 
and we are now in the process of upgrading our equipment to be able to broadcast future corporate worship regularly. 
 

The biggest change ahead is the retirement of Nancy Magruder, our Director of Youth and Family Ministries, for the 
past eighteen years. Nancy and I have worked together sixteen of those years, and we have had some sentimental 
conversations lately remembering little ones we have watched grow up and older folks we have watched go home to the 
Lord. We have seen the ebb and flow of members going and coming. Letting go is difficult for all of us. God is constant. 
 

In the paraphrase of Psalm 90, we sing: “Time like an ever rolling stream soon bears us all away. We fly forgotten 
as a dream dies at the opening day” (Lutheran Book of Worship #320). We are here in this life. We do  good 
and memorable work and build dear relationships. And, then, we leave, and others come to take up the torch. 
We are missed dearly. Then, time rolls on. Soon, people come who never knew how things once were. Change 
is hard for us, but change comes. 
 

Before we move on, it is important to stop to give God thanks and praise for what has been. It is essential to say, 
“Thank you,” and for us now to let Nancy know what she has meant to all of us. I hope you will write a note or a letter 
in which you tell Nancy about the difference she has made in your life and in the lives of your loved ones. As you are 
able, I hope you will make a love gift as a palpable way of telling Nancy how much you appreciate her. I hope you 
will sign up for a time on the afternoon of Sunday, June 14, to attend a come-and-go reception in Nancy’s honor. 
 

Nancy and Randy will be around. They’re planning to sell their house in Lansdowne and to move into the home where 
they lived during their first years in Wilmington. With Randy’s health continuing to improve, Nancy and Randy have 
travel plans, grandchildren plans, and plans to enjoy a life together that is no longer built around making a living. 
We pray that the next chapter of their life together will be marked by length of days, much love, and every blessing. 
 

As North Carolina and St. Matthew’s reopen, we will, in time, set a date for that congregational meeting at which 
we will make the biggest decision our parish has ever made. What we decide about Lutheran denominational 
affiliation will help to shape our conversations about staffing. 
 

So, in the interim, I will invite parents with youth at home to have a discussion about how we organize events for 
youth of all ages for the rest of 2020. We won’t place youth ministry and events on hold, but they will definitely be 
much different without Mrs. Nancy. These next months will be a time for prayerfully discerning together who 
and what God, who doesn’t change, has in mind for staffing our future ministry with youth and families. God is 
our refuge. 
 
I love you, 
 

 
Pr. Sam Zumwalt+ 
szumwalt@bellsouth.net 
910-512-0664 (cell)  

mailto:szumwalt@bellsouth.net


From the Stewardship Team…. 
 

Pr. Bob Kuppler, Stewardship Team leader, wanted to share the following note he received 
from a family in our congregation: 
 

“Dear Pastor Bob, 
 

(Our) family realized several months ago that the financial situation at St. Matthews was not as it could or 
should be. At that point we took a leap of faith and increased our giving 2X. Hopefully, your message will 
encourage others to increase their giving. As humans we can dream up all kinds of reasons not to give to the 
Lord. How bless we are that He doesn’t ‘return the favor’. 
 

Thank you for sharing the love of Christ in giving.  
 

Always remember that you are loved." 

 

Church Council Meeting  
 

At the regular meeting Council approved the following: 
 

 The recommendation of the Finance Team to allocate $150 to the Contingency Fund based upon  
    operating profits made over the previous month.  
 To indefinitely postpone the June 7 Special Congregation Meeting regarding ELCA disaffiliation.  
 Formed a “Regathering Team” as suggested by Synod leadership. The Executive Team is directing 

the return to safely regather. 
 That voting members of St. Matthew’s Evangelical Lutheran Church determine by ballot if St. Matthew’s 

shall affiliate with the Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod (LCMS) or The North American Lutheran 
Church (NALC). 

 Discussed the Technology Team’s assistance with holding our Congregational Meeting through a 
combination of in-person and teleconferencing, which is allowed by the State of North Carolina and 
our church constitution.   

 
Operating Fund 
Revenues 
Expenses 

 

Income/(Loss) 

April 2020 
 

          Month 

39,435.50 
37,778.46 

 

1,657.04 

 
          YTD 

153,966.62 
157,755.69 

 

(3,789.07) 

 

Wishing you a Happy Retirement! 
 

A very heartfelt thank you and farewell to Nancy Magruder, our Director of Youth  
and Family Ministries. Nancy has touched many lives, both young and old,  

in the last 18 years. Even though she will still be around, she will be greatly missed  
in her role as Director. We wish Nancy and Randy God’s blessings and all the best  

as they move into this new chapter in their lives! Thank You, Nancy! 
 

With love and gratitude from the Congregation and Staff of St. Matthew’s 



 

 

No one ever plans to fail but there are those of who fail to 
plan. As Christians we understand that there is no guarantee 
that sunny days will never end. We have always been under 
the threat of bad weather, hurricanes, personal tragedy and 
now, coronavirus 19. That does not stop us from proceeding 
with our plans for a successful Christkindlmarkt. 
Christkindlmarkt is an Advent festival ushering in the 
Christmas season.  Christmas does not change. God is in 
charge here. Let’s focus on what we can do. Remain 
prayerful and optimistic and leave the rest up to God. 

Menu Updates: 

 Brats are “in” but Knockwurst is “out” 

 Still the “old standby” Frankfurters   and lots 
more sauerkraut! 

 Still those great pretzels, and beer of course! 

 
To better serve our guests and to address the issue of long 
lines we are thinking of a slightly different layout with a 

“Food Court” idea. David Rutland is working on that. 

Two Team Leader Openings 
 Member Arts & Crafts 

 Volunteer Coordinator 
Are you a self-starter? Are you a people person? Do 
you have ideas?  Do you have computer skills? Max 
Banning put together leadership binders with complete 
instructions for every position (job description, 
timelines, requirements) as an assist. Questions about 
these open positions? Contact CKM Co-Chair Carol 
Roller for more information: 516-835-1214. Email: 
Carol91630@aol.com 

Arts & Crafts Donations, Please 
 

How have you been using this time of restricted activity and 
isolation? If you are a crafter of some sort (knitting, 
crocheting, wood carving, sewing, painting, to name a few) 
maybe you've been thinking ahead to our Festival?  We 
greatly appreciate your time and talents to our cause.  One 
thing we know for sure in these uncertain times is that when 
called to serve, St. Matthew’s members always 
respond...and very generously! Always.  Stay busy with your 
projects, but don’t bring anything to us just yet. We’ll let you 
know when and where this Fall. Thank you and God bless.  

 Close to $2,000 has been received so far from the 
“mini fundraisers”. We are about $300 above where 
we were at this time last year. Thank you friends! 

 Last year’s vendors were contacted to “Save the 
Date”. Beth has gotten positive reactions.  

 We are looking to replace our Raffle attraction with 
an Auction!  We’ll provide updates as details 
become available. 

How about kicking off your support for 
Christkindlmarkt 2020  

with a Sponsorship? 
 

 Individual (for church members and close 
friends)  (form located on the back of the page) 

 Corporate/Business     (contact 
finance@stmatthewsch.org) 

Please remember that no matter what happens, the funds 
raised will go to the original purpose intended (The Capital 
Fund). We thank you for your continued support and 
generosity. 

The Christkindlmarkt Team wishes to express  

their deep appreciation to  

The Endowment Committee 

for being a Platinum Sponsor for 2020.  

Thank you for your continued support 

and belief in our cause. 

 

I’m so excited and I just can’t hide it! 
The ever popular Harbour Towne Fest Band said they are 

thrilled to be coming back in 2020! Add to this our nave tours 

and organ demonstrations.  Now, THAT’s entertainment!! 

St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church 
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Saturday, November 21, 2020 
 

 St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church ♦ 612 S. College Road ♦ Wilmington, NC ♦ christkindlmarkt@stmatthewsch.org 

As a small token of our GREAT appreciation for your support,  
we would like to give you Admission Tickets to Christkindlmarkt. 

Use for yourself, or share with family, friends and neighbors. 
 

Tickets will be mailed or hand-delivered in early November.  

Please √ 
 sponsor 

level 

BENEFACTOR: $100 and UP 
8 Admission Tickets  

 

LEADER:   $75—$99  
6 Admission Tickets  

 

DONOR:    $50—$74  
4 Admission Tickets  

 

FRIEND:   $25—$49  
2 Admission Tickets  

 

Please complete this form and include with your check made payable to:  
 

St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church 
MEMO LINE: Christkindlmarkt or CKM 
 

Mail donation, or bring to the Church Office or drop in the Offering Plate. 
 

Sponsorships are being accepted now, 
and are due no later than October 1, 2020. 

 
Name: 

Address: 

Phone: 

Email: 

May we acknowledge your name as a Sponsor?  

INDIVIDUAL Sponsorship Opportunities 

Purchase of a sponsorship is considered a donation to St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church. 



 
 
 

 
 
 

 

In honor of Pr. Sam and Ana María Jackson, a gift to SAF by Ruth Smith. 

 
 

Gifts to Honor and Remember 
 

May 3-24 

 
 

   

Our Christian sympathy is extended to… 

 

     Teresa Huffmon, friend of Jan Betts, on the death of her mother, Dorothy Haas. 

REMEMBER OUR HOMEBOUND MEMBERS: 

MEMBERS: 

FRIENDS/FAMILY OF MEMBERS: 

Dale Blade 
Jane Bruce 
Bob Byrne 
Elsie Cates 

Frank Fauser 
Margaret French 
Ruthann Getsinger 
Jim Harshbarger 

Jane McDougald 
Wayne McDougald 
Virginia Parisek 
Doris Prillaman 

Nancy Fauser 
Fran Perry 
Alan Hunsberger 
Pr. Marv Schedler 
Denis Hall 
Regina Ryder 
Micki Matthess 
Keith Farmer 
Vivian Alexander 
Donna Siegmund 
Judy Benson 
Alexandra Schwartz 
Kenn Slocum 
Arthur Moore 
Doris Ullman 
Joanne and Morris Johnson  
Laura Gray 
Ken Manning 

Janet Hall 
Jack & Marie Loflin 
Harry Comeskey 
Peggy Davis 
Stephanie Price 
Frank Gray 
Max Labriola 
Pat Mahl 
Margaret French 
Jan Magnus 
Eisley McCombs 
Jane Dove 
Bill Baldwin 
Mike Thompson 
Denise Benoit 
Thomas Bishton 
Ruth Smith 
Barbara Keyl 

David Medlin 
Liz Newbery 
George Schwenzer 
Ed Ludacer 
Patty Macino 
Charles Smith 
Elaine Mattess 
John Tullous 
Walt Brehm 
Terry Miller 
Joel Peterson 
Dwight Crim 
Al Birnstein 
Ruth Rice 
Lois Kuppler 
Pr. Bob Kuppler 
Dusty Pilcher 
Arthur Pease 

Debby Young 
Amie Knauer 
Ava Smith 
Jake Bruce 
Jay Franks 
Bob Mantei 
Jeff Turner 
Roger Benson 
Michael Benoit 
Peggy Hoffman 
Helen Adrian 
Krista Gutierrez 
Matthew Hall 
Tim Christianson 
Ron Bloom 

David Miller, Jr. 
Tina Medlin 
Greg Phillips 
Leigh Barnes 
Lisa Cardona 
Angela Gallimore 
Jackie Phillips 
Bonnie Gaspari 
Melvin Proctor 
Marie Gillory 
Elise Thompson 
Jack Bell 
Chip White 
Albert Rossetti 
Sherry Andrew 

Jerry Knoll 
Journey Heyer 
Stan Brunt, Sr.  
Lisa Holgerson 
Joe Huppmann 
Viola Seip 
Chris LaVoie 
Steve Mitchell 
Richard Truax 
Sophia Pilcher 
Susan Strickland 
Betsy Miller 
Bessie King 
Paul Rady 
Donna Franklin 



 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

2 Grace Koder 
3 Pat Mahl 
3  Fran Perry 
3 Lynette Farmer  
3 Diann Brunner 
5 Arthur Moore 
6 Jane McDougald 
6 Mike Perretta 
6 Laurie Tobin 
6 Katie Buel 
8 Art Magnus 

9 June Doll 
9  Perry Guy 
9 Harry Puckett 
11 Stan Brunt 
12 Nora Rutland 
13 Jim Tweedy 
13 Denis Hall 
14 Robert Shivers 
16 Scott Mough 
17 Dick Hiler 
18 David Rutland 
19 Linda Banning 
19 Joel Peterson 
20 John Raia 
21 Regina Ryder 
23 Kris Hall 
26  Leo Andron 
26 Mary Pollard 
29 Art Dingfelder 

 
 

 
 
 

 
5  Harry and Carol Comeskey 
5  Bob and Denise Benoit 
8  Randy and Nancy Magruder 

9  Al and Sally Birnstein 
12  Russ and Dennice Graef 
13  John and Susan Raia 
17  Ron and Judi Funke 
23   Raewyn and Adam McCombs 
25  Randy and Sheila Mallo 
26  Andy and Liz Rappold 
27  Frank and Marti Felter 
27  Larry and Norma Troutman 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Stephen Ministers are still here! In this time of virus, we have continued to be available for those who may 

need someone to talk to! We’re here for others still. If you or someone you know needs to talk to a Stephen 

Minister, please contact us! We are, of course, working in compliance with guidelines and considerations 

of the CORONUS virus. We are working with people by phone and other electronic means to stay in touch 

and assist. Staying in touch with people is especially important during this time of crisis and testing.  

 

Many times, Stephen Ministers are a link between isolation and inclusion! We want everyone included in 

the life of the church—that helps everyone as we care for and support one another. Are you sociable? Do 

you want to help others? Do you like being around people to lend a helping hand? Then, you may be one 

of those people called to become a Stephen Minister, and if so, we urge you to learn more about our church’s 

ministry. Come talk to us to find out more and ways you, too, can become a vital part of the Stephen 

Ministry Team and the church life! Contact Pastor Sam or Ana Marie Jackson, or any of the Stephen 

Ministers, who can help you get started. 



Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 

  

1 
9:00 Counting Team 
12:00 Conversations 
6:00 Evening Prayer 

2 
10:00 Staff Meeting 
 

3 
12:00 Healing Svc. 

4  
 

5 
 

6 
6:00 Eucharist 
 

7  Holy Trinity 
Graduation Sunday 
8:30 Eucharist 
11:00 Eucharist;  
Graduate Recognition 
    
 

 

8 
9:00 Counting Team 
12:00 Conversations 
6:00 Evening Prayer 

9 
10:00 Staff Meeting 
 

10 
11:00 Finance Team 
12:00 Healing Svc. 
 
 

11 
6:30 Council 
 

12 
 

13 
6:00 Eucharist 
 

14  2nd Sunday  
    after Pentecost 
8:30 Eucharist (C) 
11:00 Eucharist 
 
 
 

15 
9:00 Counting Team 
12:00 Conversations 
6:00 Evening Prayer 
 

16 
10:00 Staff Meeting 
 

17 
12:00 Healing Svc. 
 
 
 

       

18 
 

19 
 

20   
6:00 Eucharist 

21  3rd Sunday  
    after Pentecost 
    Father’s Day 
8:30 Eucharist 
11:00 Eucharist 
 
 

 
 

 

22 
9:00 Counting Team 
12:00 Conversations 
6:00 Evening Prayer 
 

23 
10:00 Staff Meeting 
 

 

24 
12:00 Healing Svc. 

 

25 
 

26 
 

27 
6:00 Eucharist 
 

28  4th Sunday  
    after Pentecost 
8:30 Eucharist (C) 
11:00 Eucharist 
 
 

 

29  
9:00 Counting Team 
12:00 Conversations 
6:00 Evening Prayer 
 

30 
10:00 Staff Meeting 
 

 

Covid-19 Updates 
Although events were planned in advance of the current situation with Covid-19, please continue to check your 

emails from Pastor Sam and St. Matthew’s, and/or Facebook for updates on all worship services, scheduled 

activities, and events. You may also check the calendar on our website (under the “News” tab) which will be updated 

as decisions are made.  
 

*If you know of someone who does not have email or Facebook, please help us by passing the word along to 

them regarding updates and cancellations. 


