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Our Mission 
As a Lutheran community of faith, we continue our history of proclaiming Christ 
crucified through Word and Sacrament in joyful service to God and our neighbor.  

Covid-19 Updates 
Although events were planned in advance of the current situation with Covid-19, please continue to check your 

emails from Pastor Sam and St. Matthew’s, and/or Facebook for updates on all worship services, scheduled 

activities, and events. You may also check the calendar on our website (under the “News” tab) which will be updated 

as decisions are made.  
 

*If you know of someone who does not have email or Facebook, please help us by passing the word along to 

them regarding updates and cancellations. 

Need a mask?  
Christkindlmarkt has you ’covered’!   

 

Christkindlmarkt has a supply of face masks 
available on the table by the first entrance (near the 

front offices). Some are Large for men. Some are 
cute for children. A suggested donation of $5 per 
mask will be used to help with CKM seed money.  

Check them out and enhance your mask wardrobe! 

 If you would like to sing or play an instrument  

during worship in August, here is your chance!  

We need  your participation on Saturdays at the 6pm  

 service, and/or Sundays at 8:30 and 11am.   

 Contact Jan Betts (620-0859 or  janybea911@gmail.com 

or Bill Glisson  (233-1309 or bglisson1@aol.com). 

 The Church Council recently approved Waldkirch & Sanders to complete much needed 
structural repair work over the windows in the Choir Room. You probably noticed the 
scaffolding outside the adjacent wall in the playground. The project will cost approximately 
$43,000. Even though we have the funds, the cost will significantly deplete our reserves.  

 We therefore ask you to prayerfully consider making an additional donation payable to St. 
Matthew's Lutheran Church, memo line "Choir Room" to help with the cost of the project.  

 

 Second quarter Financial Contributions statements are ready and in the Commons for you to pick up. If you 
come inside for worship, please pick up your statement and help us save postage. 

 

 Thrivent has announced the second quarter earnings. If you are a Thrivent member, please consider directing 
your Choice Dollars to St. Matthew's Lutheran Church. The contributions received are used to pay down our loan. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

The new altar flower sign-up chart is posted in the  

Commons for September 2020-August 2021. If you are  

unable to make it to church at this time and would like to 

sign up please contact Donna Capozio at 791-4582 or 

dcapozio@stmatthewsch.org as soon as possible to  

ensure you get the date(s) you would like.  

 
 
 
 
 
The Special Congregation Meeting to vote on ELCA 
disaffiliation and selection of a new Lutheran denomi-
nation has been postponed indefinitely. Council will 
continue to monitor our state and synod guidelines 
for meetings and inform the congregation when we 
have a plan to conduct the meeting in a safe manor. 



Dear Sisters and Brothers, 
 

“So the last will be first, and the first last” (Matthew 20:16). 
 
     Our Lord Jesus Christ tells another parable of the vineyard in Matthew 20, in which the owner hires workers 
throughout the day and, at the end, pays them all the same. A socialist would “improve” on this by suggesting 
that no one should work at all and still be paid a full day’s wage. Of course, if no one works in agribusiness, or 
if everyone is paid the same regardless of amount of work done, eventually there will be nothing to eat. Socialism 
as an economic system has worked nowhere. Remember that. 
 
     But our Lord is not giving business or political advice here. Rather He uses a familiar image from the lived 
experience of His hearers to teach the Kingdom (the rule or reign) of God. Jesus is the King, and His rule or reign is 
wherever He is ruling or reigning over hearts and minds. There is no fairness involved. Indeed the Kingdom of God 
is unjust in the ways of the world, because regardless of when people are drafted into the Kingdom in the washing 
of Holy Baptism, the “pay” is the same. The deathbed convert is as precious, lovable, and valuable to God as 
the very elderly saint, who has served in the Lord’s vineyard for a century. Christ died for all the ungodly, and 
all the ungodly includes all of us vineyard laborers. 
 
     We do well to remember the classic distinction between grace and mercy. Grace is getting what we don’t 
deserve, and mercy is not getting what we do deserve. That Gospel of Jesus Christ Crucified makes for lousy 
business in the ways of the world, but that is exactly the economy of the Kingdom of God. 
 
     Justice is not part and parcel of the Gospel, then, because justice requires that people get what they deserve. 
If our Lord’s parable were just, the daily wage would be based on those who worked for twelve hours, then, and 
everyone hired as the day progressed would be paid on a pro-rated basis set by the daily wage for twelve hours work. 
That’s not how the Gospel works. So, then, it is a confusion of Law (justice) and Gospel (grace and mercy) to 
try to make the Church’s message a political or economic message. We could talk about a confused message in 
the Church across space and time all the day long. But we won’t. 
 
     Because every human being is created in the image of God and is one for whom the Lord Jesus died, Christians 
in our daily life and work will relate to our neighbors on that basis. In the Kingdom of God, there is no greater 
value assigned on the basis of the particulars of birth (skin color, biological sex, country of origin, socioeconomic 
status, et cetera). The subversive nature of the Christian faith, then, is that oppressive, unjust systems such as 
slavery, on the one hand, and communism, on the other, get overthrown by Christians living out their faith in 
daily life. During the years I have been a pastor, I saw that happen with apartheid in South Africa and with 
communism in the Soviet bloc. Christian pastors were involved, but Christian laity got it done. You don’t have 
to be a Christian to see it, but it helps. 
 
     Those who confuse Law and Gospel (a common problem for Christians) make a mess both of the world (where 
God works through Law) and the Church (where God always uses the Law to drive people to the Gospel). Trying to 
turn the Lord Jesus’ parable into political or economic theory does not work, because it was not meant to do 
that. One mark of Hebraic storytelling is hyperbole (exaggeration) to make a point. Our Lord’s hearers then 
and now typically respond to His parable: “That’s not fair!” And it’s not. Justice is fair. The Gospel is not just. 
That’s Jesus’ point. The last get the same Gospel as the first.  
 
     When you see Jesus, sooner or later, forget about that unfair list you have been childishly assembling through 
the hurts of this life. Fall on your knees instead and say: “Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, have mercy on me, a 
sinner.” And He will, because that’s how the Gospel works! It’s not fair. Thank God! 
 
I love you, 



STAYING CALM WHILE THE WORLD IS NOT 
 

In the Name above all names, Jesus, the Lord, 
 

At some point in life, you’ve heard a hungry baby cry; such strong cries from such a little one! I think it might 
 be strongest during the Sunday sermon! 
 

When the baby cries, you can be sure of two things - parents will respond quickly to feed their child, and what 
 the baby will need is milk. 
 

It’s now been almost half a year since COVID entered our world; what’s followed is sickness, violence, hatred, and 
 most of all, uncertainty and fear. The world around us near and far as well as our lives are definitely NOT calm. 
 

You and I are like that baby; we long to be fed, but not with milk, but with that which calms our distress. 
 

We aren’t babes, but we DO hunger, don’t we? 
 

This past weekend’s worship was a great blessing for me and others. My family worshipped “live” but all of 
 the weekend services were also available by video and by the printed word. 
 

The service music glorified God: Bill on the organ and Jan on the piano, together creating uplifting sounds by 
 which we sang God’s praises; the “Joyful Noise” led worshippers in joyous music and  song; A quartet of St. 
 Matt’s people beautifully sang “In Thee Is Gladness” reminding us that we have joy and gladness in Jesus, 
 Who is the “sunshine of my heart.” 
 

As in every service, the Word of God was proclaimed and explained, bringing encouragement and hope to we who 
 place our trust in the Lord. Jesus faced all the hatred, violence, uncertainty and fear that the world could throw at 
 Him; He died to pay the price for sin, earning forgiveness for those who repent; Jesus then overcame death. 
 

As in every weekend service, our Lord’s Body and Blood were given - in the “live” service, and afterwards to people 
 in their cars, to assure us of God’s forgiving love and presence with us, allowing us to go “On Our Way Rejoicing!” 
  

Baptized into Christ’s dying and rising, you and I can confidently live each new day knowing that He hears our 
 cries and responds with what is the only thing that is able to calm hungry souls in the midst of all confusion 
 and chaos around us. Milk - pure, spiritual. 
 

God’s Word is the pure, spiritual milk that brings life; it calms the hungry soul and brings peace to the troubled 
 heart. When God speaks through His Word, He speaks of saving you, loving you, protecting you. 
 

Know your hunger. Your Father in heaven is near to feed you with the pure milk of the Word. Your congregation, through 
 our pastor and staff and others, continues to be hard at work to be sure to that your cries for nourishment are met. 
 

Worship weekly - in person or on-line or with the videos that are posted following each service - and be fed. 
 

Continue to support the work of the Lord through St. Matthew’s, with your prayers and with your tithes and offerings, 
 as many of you have been doing faithfully. Some may be putting off returning their gifts, maybe waiting for the 
 time when we will all be together again. We don’t know when that will  be, but we do know that the Lord’s 
 spiritual milk continues to flow - for you, to you - without ceasing. So please, return your gifts to the Lord. 
 

Concerning our offerings, the Finance Committee tells me that areas of greatest need for the past few months, and 
 will continue to be of concern, are the SAF and General Funds, the Building Fund and the Organ Project. 
 These are the “most needed” funds; other “needs” will be announced when necessary; for now, please kindly 
 support the mostneeded areas. 
 

Join me in giving thanks praise to God, for His unfailing mercy and faithfulness. 
 

                          Pr. Bob Kuppler 
                          Stewardship Team Leader 

 

Church Council Meeting  
 

At the regular meeting Council approved the following: 
 

 Approval of the Technology Team request of $5558.98 for technology purchases. $5000 has been 
granted by the Endowment Fund. The balance of $715 can be split among Technology in the Budget  

 (1-502032), Technology Any Use (2-817079) and Pastor's Discretionary Fund (2-812578). 

 Approval of contract with Waldkirch & Saunders Co. to replace the choir room rusted lintels. 

 $100 from July revenues be allocated to the Contingency Fund. 

 A Continuing Resolution for the Seminary Scholarship Team was approved. 

 
Operating Fund 
Revenues 
Expenses 

 

Income/(Loss) 

June 2020 
 

          Month 

37,833.70 
44,564.97 
(6,731.27) 

 
          YTD 

242,698.52 
239,141.30 

3,557.22 



 
 

 

 Our Christian sympathy is extended to…  

 

     Al Scheidt on the death of Al’s mother Betty Scheidt 

     Kris Auch on the death of her sister, Ellen Dabolt 

REMEMBER OUR HOMEBOUND MEMBERS: 

MEMBERS: 

FRIENDS/FAMILY OF MEMBERS: 

Dale Blade 
Jane Bruce 
Bob Byrne 

Elsie Cates 
Frank Fauser 
Margaret French 

Ruthann Getsinger 
Jim Harshbarger 
Jane McDougald 

Wayne McDougald 
Virginia Parisek 
Doris Prillaman 

 
 
 
 

 

 
 

IN HONOR OF MASK MAKERS BRIGITTE WALTERS AND DIANE SUNDBERG, a gift to Christkindlmarkt  
by Lucy Hieronymus. 
 

IN HONOR OF PR. PETER HOYER FOR HIS SERVICE TO ST. MATTHEW’S DURING THE COVID-19 
PANDEMIC, a gift to Lutheran World Relief by Fred and Ana Maria Jackson. 

 
 

Gifts to Honor and Remember 
 

July 5-26 

Nancy Fauser 
Alan Hunsberger 
Pr. Marv Schedler 
Denis Hall 
Regina Ryder 
Micki Matthess 
Keith Farmer 
Vivian Alexander 
Donna Siegmund 
Judy Benson 
Alexandra Schwartz 
Kenn Slocum 
Doris Ullman 
Joanne and Morris Johnson 
Ken Manning 

Harry Comeskey 
Stephanie Price 
Frank Gray 
Max Labriola 
Pat Mahl 
Margaret French 
Jan Magnus 
Eisley McCombs 
Bill Baldwin 
Denise Benoit 
Ruth Smith 
Barbara Keyl 
David Medlin 
Liz Newbery 
George Schwenzer 

Ed Ludacer 
Patty Macino 
Charles Smith 
Elaine Mattess 
Walt Brehm 
Terry Miller 
Joel Peterson 
Dwight Crim 
Ruth Rice 
Al Birnstein 
Dusty Pilcher 
Arthur Pease 
Sue Miller 
Jane Dove 
Judy Daniels 

Bill Baldwin 
Mike Thompson 
Janet Hall 
Fran Perry 
Helen Knoll  
Arthur Moore 
Laura Gray 
Marie and Jack Loflin 
Howard Beuerman 
Arlene Robie 
Dale Blade 
Gary Zenz 
Carol Comeskey 

Debby Young 
Amie Knauer 
Ava Smith 
Jake Bruce 
Jay Franks 
Bob Mantei 
Jeff Turner 
Roger Benson 
Michael Benoit 
Peggy Hoffman 
Helen Adrian 
Krista Gutierrez 
Matthew Hall 

Tim Christianson 
Ron Bloom 
David Miller, Jr. 
Tina Medlin 
Greg Phillips 
Lisa Cardona 
Angela Gallimore 
Jackie Phillips 
Bonnie Gaspari 
Melvin Proctor 
Elise Thompson 
Jack Bell 
Chip White 

Albert Rossetti 
Jerry Knoll 
Journey Heyer 
Stan Brunt, Sr.  
Lisa Holgerson 
Viola Seip 
Chris LaVoie 
Steve Mitchell 
Richard Truax 
Sophia Pilcher 
Susan Strickland 
Paul Rady 
Donna Franklin 

Bessie King 
Betsy Miller 
Russ Kuhn 
Dick Williams 
Jean Jarusinsky 
Tracy Boandl 
John Pizzico 
Crosby James Asher 
Mitzi Viola 
Joyce LaSala 



 

 
 

 
 
 

1 Diane Sundberg 
2 Sondra North 
2 George Schwenzer 
3 David Everette 
3 Todd Bishton 
5 Greg Adams 
6 Ron Asmus 
6 Gary Ebeltoft 
7 Janelle James 
7 Bryce Mallo 

7 Isaac Schneider 
8 Barbara Keyl 
8 Patty Macino 
8 Sara Schneider 
9 Paul Miller 
9 Colleen Johns 
9 Danny Walker 
10 Ruth Rice 
12 Lee Whiteside 
13 Becky Mahler 
16 Elizabeth Gains 
17 Inge Shelton 
17 Laura Matthess 
17 Marlene Murrell 
18 Arielle Nelson 
19 Pr. Marv Schedler 

19 Charles Smith 
19 Shannon Icard 
20     Braden Cumbo 
22     Tom Brondy 
22     Lala Hollamon 
23     Sally Birnstein 
25     Wanda Slocum 
26     Carol Zane 
26     Gary Zenz 
27     Mike Burns 
27     Erika Braje 
28     Bill Glisson 
29     Micki Matthess 
30     Joan Wazybok 

 
 
 
 
 

1 Robbie & Shannon Icard 
2 Pr. Bob & Lois Kuppler 
2 Bill & Ruth Rice 
3 Bob & Elaine Willow 

6 Scott & Christi Monroe 
8 Steve & Pat Manor 
8 Raymond & Karen Schmoke 
10 Terry & Sue Miller 
11 Anthony & Delores Irenze 
12 Perry & Diane Guy 
14 Daniel & Leah Sparks 
16 Joel & Cindi Peterson 

17 Jim & Margaret Ballantine 
18 Tom & Margo Russell 
18 Steve and Kim Salber 
20 Scott and Rhonda Mough 
22 Jamie & Cyndi Price 
23 Dan & Celey Cumbo 
24 William & Constance Palmer 
26 Leo & Linda Andron  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Answers to Frequently Asked Questions about Stephen Ministry—Part II 

  

 

What Do Stephen Ministers Do? 
Stephen Ministers are caring Christian friends who listen, understand, accept, and pray for and with care receivers 
who are working through a crisis or a tough time. 
  

Are Stephen Ministers counselors? 
Stephen Ministers are not counselors; they are trained lay caregivers. Their role is to listen and care—not to give 
advice or counsel.  Stephen Ministers are trained to recognize when a care receiver’s need exceeds what they can 
provide. When that happens they work with care receivers to help them receive the level of care they really need. 
  

Can I Trust a Stephen Minister? 
Trust is essential to caring relationship, and Stephen Ministers are people you can trust. Confidentiality is one 
of the most important principles of Stephen Ministry, and what a care receiver tells his or her Stephen Minister 
is kept in strictest confidence. 
  

Why the Name “Stephen”? 
The name Stephen comes from St. Stephen, who was the first lay person commissioned by the apostles to provide 
caring ministry to those in need as recorded in Acts 6. 
  

What’s the Pastor’s Role? 
Pastors will always be the primary caregivers, but there is no way pastors can meet all the needs for care.  God 
has called all of us, not just pastors, to minister to one another. Stephen Ministry multiplies ministry by turning 
pastors into equippers so they can enable lay people to provide caring ministry as well. 

  

Instead, speaking the truth in love, we will in all things grow up into him who is the Head, that is, Christ.   
                               Ephesians 4:15 



 

St. Matthew’s Lutheran Church 
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Good News: God has not cancelled Christmas!  It will still take place on December 25th like it does every 
year.  For us that means we will still be preparing for Jesus’ arrival during the Advent season.  And in one 
way or another we will be holding our  Chr istkindlmarkt event. Galatians 6:9  And let us not grow 
weary of doing good, for in due season we will reap, if we do not give up. 

As hard as this may be for some, let’s try to keep our 
focus and not let the Coronavirus-19 pandemic rob 
us of all hope. Remember what Christkindlmarkt is 
really about.  Yes, it is a fundraiser but is also about 
people, stewardship, evangelism, a time for 
fellowship, and serving God and neighbor. 

It is looking more and more likely that our 
Christkindlmarkt will be downsized to comply with 
government regulations and to protect the health of 
our most vulnerable. That is fine. We CAN readjust 
and move forward, and we WILL give this our very 
best effort. Whatever plan we follow, we vow to do it 
well. We pray for a successful outcome, and will be  
grateful no matter what, for this experience has truly 
been a great teacher. Thank you all for your 
continued support.  

 

Last year we held a trivia contest for Christkindlmarkt 

asking participants to “fill in the blanks”. As we are trying 

to re-think or “re-imagine” our event this year, it may be a 

good time to revisit the history of the original event. 

The forerunner was Vienna’s December Market which 

took place in 1298. It was an open-air market. The first 

Christkindlmarkt took place in Germany in 1384.These 

early markets started by only selling meat. This was not 

an in-door dining experience. It expanded to everyday 

purchases and eventually to seasonal treats, decorations 

and crafts. Singing and dancing came later. 

Christkindlmarkts got a big boost in the 16
th
 century from 

the teachings of Martin Luther. He suggested that the 

birth of Christ was an appropriate time for gift-giving.  

These gift-selling markets were held near churches to 

encourage folks to attend their worship services. 

 

 

Even though we’re separated, there are things 
we can still do to contribute to the cause.  

 Last year we had 27 Individual Sponsorships. So 
far, we have five for 2020.  Let's see if we can get 
at least 22 more to match 2019. 

 We have also received one Business 
Sponsorship for 2020 so far. Three others have 
indicated they will sponsor. Please think of who 
you know (a favorite business that you frequent 
perhaps) that might support our fundraiser. Bring 
a Corporate/Business Sponsorship form to them 
next time you go (now in the lobby), or contact 
Joan in the Finance Office and she can send one 
electronically.  

 If you are a crafter or are otherwise able to supply 
gifts for sale, please contact us. 

 

 
 

 

Our Mask fundraiser has been an 

overwhelming success!  We are grateful to 

Diane Sundberg and to Brigitte Walters 

for their labors — the results of which are 

functional, beautiful, whimsical personal protective 

wear. No sooner do these ladies deliver a new batch of 

masks are they then purchased...gone from the table by 

the front office!  If only they could see our smiles 

behind the masks, to show how much we love them!  

May the light in our eyes convey that message to them, 

and to one another. 



 

 

 

 
 
Dear St. Matthew’s Members and Friends: 
 

Although our festival date this year is set for November 21, activities 

are already in full swing. Our monthly mini-fundraisers have been 

wildly successful and Sponsorships have started arriving. In total, we 

have collected over $8,000 so far. We are ¼ of the way to our “goal” 

and approximately at the same level where we were last year at this time.   

 
It is good to know that coronavirus has not dampened your enthusiasm 

and support for your congregation.  Many have chosen not to come 

out, are skeptical of masks and fearful of social distancing not being 

“adequate” protection.  Yet, we do have the internet and email.   

 
You may be surprised to learn that amount of funds we took in before the opening date of the 

festival ($22,000 last year), is very close to the net profit achieved for the year ($25,000).              

I do not anticipate this year to be any different. 

 
COVID-19 will surely change the profile of Christkindlmarkt 2020. Nevertheless, it is still a 

fundraiser which will take place in one form or another. 

 
If you feel you will not be able to attend in person, we ask that you please 

consider your most generous sponsorship. It will go a long way in support of 

our building projects. Your donations are much needed and greatly appreciated. 

 
Keep looking at news releases. We anticipate offering some products for 

sale. I can tell you that I am prepared to take your emails and phone calls 

with your orders as is Joan. We will order and package your items and 

arrange for your pick-up or delivery. You can mail checks, put them in the 

offering plate, throw cash in the finance office mail slot or pay on-line. 

Several of you have done this already and it worked out well. 

 
I realize that it seems highly unlikely that we will reach our lofty goal of 

$34,000. But, it is very possible for us to get half the way there, if not 

further, if we keep our eyes focused on the prize. We can do this! 

                       Carol M. Roller 

                      Christkindlmarkt 2020 Chair 



Covid-19 Updates 
Although events were planned in advance of the current situation with Covid-19, please continue to check your 

emails from Pastor Sam and St. Matthew’s, and/or Facebook for updates on all worship services, scheduled 

activities, and events. You may also check the calendar on our website (under the “News” tab) which will be updated 

as decisions are made.  
 

*If you know of someone who does not have email or Facebook, please help us by passing the word along to 

them regarding updates and cancellations. 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
   

  
 

1 
6:00 Eucharist 
 

2    9th Sunday  
     after Pentcost 
8:30 Eucharist 
11:00 Eucharist 
  
 
 

 

3   
9:00 Counting Team 
12:00 Conversations 
6:00 Evening Prayer 
 
 
 

4 
10:00 Staff Meeting 
10:00 Prayer Group 
6:30 Joyful Noise  

5 
8:30 Men’s Breakfast 
12:00 Healing Euch. 
 
 

6 
9:00 Quilt Ministry 

7 
 

 
 

8 
6:00 Eucharist 
 

9  10th Sunday 
   after Pentecost 
8:30 Eucharist (C) 
11:00 Eucharist 
 

10  
9:00 Counting Team 
12:00 Conversations 
6:00 Evening Prayer 
 

11 
10:00 Staff Meeting 
10:00 Prayer Group  

12 
8:30 Men’s Breakfast 
11:00 Finance Team 
12:00 Healing Euch. 
 
   

       

13 
9:00 Quilt Ministry 
6:30 Council 
 

 

14 
Children’s  
Schoolhouse  
begins (limited 
schedule) 

15  
9:00 New Disciples 
        Class 
6:00 Eucharist 
 

16  11th Sunday     
    after Pentecost 
8:30 Eucharist 
11:00 Eucharist 
 

 

17 
9:00 Counting Team 
12:00 Conversations 
6:00 Evening Prayer 
7:00 CKM Leaders 
 

18 
10:00 Staff Meeting 
10:00 Prayer Group 
6:30 Stephen Ministry 
6:30 Joyful Noise 
 

19 
8:30 Men’s Breakfast 
12:00 Healing Euch. 
7:00 Adult Choir  
 

 
 

20  
9:00 Quilt Ministry 
 

21  
 
 

 
 

22 
9:00 Calendar  
     Planning meeting 
6:00 Eucharist 
 
 

23  12th Sunday     
    after Pentecost 
8:30 Eucharist (C) 
11:00 Eucharist 
 
 
 
 

 

24 
9:00 Counting Team 
12:00 Conversations 
6:00 Evening Prayer 
 
 
 

25 
10:00 Staff Meeting 
10:00 Prayer Group 
 

26 
8:30 Men’s Breakfast 
12:00 Healing Euch. 
7:00 Adult Choir 
 
         

27 
9:00 Quilt Ministry 

 
 

 

 

28  29  
6:00 Eucharist 

30 13th Sunday     
    after Pentecost 
        Rally Day 
8:30 Eucharist  
11:00 Eucharist 
 

31 
9:00 Counting Team 
12:00 Conversations 
6:00 Evening Prayer 
 

 
 


